August 16.]          The church of St. Giles.                     45
express a warm regret, that, by our Union with England, we were no more;—our independent kingdom was lost1. JOHNSON. ' Sir, never talk of your independency, who could let your Queen remain twenty years in captivity, and then be put to death, without even a pretence of justice, without your ever attempting to rescue her; and such a Queen too; as every man of any gallantry of spirit would have sacrificed his life for2.' Worthy Mr. JAMES KERR, Keeper of the Records. ' Half our nation was bribed by English money.' JOHNSON. ' Sir, that is no defence: that makes you worse.' Good Mr. BROWN, Keeper of the Advocates' Library. ' We had better say nothing about it.' BOSWELL. 'You would have been glad, however, to have had us last war, sir, to fight your battles!' JOHNSON. ' We should have had you for the same price, though there had been no Union, as we might have had Swiss, or other troops. No, no, I shall agree to a separation. You have only to go home" Just as he had said this, I, to divert the subject, shewed him the signed assurances of the three successive Kings of the Hanover family, to maintain the Presbyterian establishment in Scotland. ' We'll give you that (said he) into the bargain.'
We next went to the great church of St. Giles, which has lost its original magnificence in the inside, by being divided into four places of Presbyterian worship8. ' Come, (said Dr. Johnson jocularly to Principal Robertson4,) let me see what
1 See ante, iii. 466.
* See ante, $.410.
3 Cockburn (Life of Jeffrey, \. 182) writing of the beginning of this century, describes how the General Assembly ' met in those days, as it had done for about 200 years, in one of the aisles of the then grey and venerable cathedral of St. Giles. That plain, square, galleriedhat thou art! shall I
